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After the Report
The report was submitted as planned just before Christmas and since then discussions with the potential stakeholders who may be involved in the Pathfinder
 implementation programme have taken place. All four case study Universities together with DCC,RIN, UKDA and STFC have been approached to find out if they are willing in principle to move the development and implementation forward. All have responded positively.

Planning and Funding

The report included estimates of the funding requirements to take the Pathfinder forward and these are now being considered by HEFCE and JISC. In the meantime an outline programme plan is being prepared and the four case study universities are considering research projects to take part in the Pathfinder. Once these are known then relevant Research Councils and other funders such as the Wellcome Trust will be engaged in the planning work.

Edinburgh, Glasgow and Cardiff have been invited to join the Pathfinder programme and will be engaged in the later stages of programme planning.

The Conference
UKRDS is holding an international conference at the Royal Society on the 26th February to lay out its proposals and discuss them alongside similar initiatives in Australia and Europe as well as in the context of some of the data management challenges already being faced by researchers.

The Future

UKRDS is one of a number of international attempts to develop coherent services to help researchers make the most of digital data. It is also one of the most  advanced in concept and realisation. In co-operation with others in the USA, Australia, Europe and Canada we stand on threshold of a major breakthrough in digital data management, let us trust that the necessary investment will be forthcoming before too long.. 
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